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object of maintaining friendly relations between them, by promising
mutual peace and friendship and that they will abstain from going to
the aid of any third Power which may attack either the one or the
other. This treaty has nothing sensational in it, on the contrary, it
is quite natural (selbstverstandlich). An age-old friendship unites our
two countries. From Frederick the Great down to the Great War
they had never taken up arms against each other. Economically
they were bound together. Germany could not live without Russia's
agricultural products, and Russia could not do without our industry.
Bismarck's policy aimed at maintaining peace and friendship with
Russia. The breaking of this tradition by Russia at the moment of
emphasis on Panslavism was very painful to us. By the Treaty of
Rapallo Germany and Russia declared that despite the shock of the
Great War they wished to re-establish their good relations on their
former basis. This shows how strong the tradition of our mutual
relations still was. This tradition was renewed, despite Russia's
internal political convulsion which brought about a State organisation
diametrically opposed to our own.
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TEXT   OF   THE   TREATY   CONCLUDED   ON    24   APRIL    1926   BETWEEN
GERMANY   AND   THE   UNION   OF   SOCIALIST   SOVIET   REPUBLICS

THE German Government and the Government of the U.S.S.R.,
guided by the desire to do all they can to contribute to the maintenance
of general peace and convinced that the interest of the peoples of the
U.S.S.R. (and of the peoples of Germany) demands conscientious and
constant collaboration, have come to an agreement to confirm the
friendly relations existing between them, and to this end have named
two plenipotentiaries: for the German Government, the Minister for
Foreign Affairs, M. Gustav Stresemann, and for the Union of Socialist
Soviet Republics the Ambassador Extraordinary and Minister Pleni-
potentiary of the U.S.S.R., Nicholas Nicolaievich Krestinsky, who,
having exchanged their powers, and having found them in good and
due form, have decided upon the following provisions:

Article i. The Treaty of Rapallo remains the basis of relations
between Germany and the U.S.S.R. The German Government
and the Government of the U.S.S.R. remain in friendly contact in
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